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non-technical that it would be suitable for publication in the lay press for public
education. Several chapters address practical issues having to do with establishing and
carrying out a human genome mapping project. Since the Department of Energy,
along with the NIH, has a major role in carrying out this project, such papers are
particularly appropriate in this small book.
The volume will be ofinterest to scientists and writers active in this field. Several of
the papers will interest students and generalists as an introduction to the field ofgene
mapping and sequencing.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Department ofHuman Genetics
Yale University School ofMedicine
KEY DEVELOPMENTS IN GASTROENTEROLOGY. Edited by P.R. Salmon. New York,
John Wiley and Sons Ltd., 1988. 194 pp. No price.
Key Developments in Gastroenterology is a valiant attempt to summarize and
clarify some of the recent discoveries in the management of digestive tract diseases.
The 13 chapters of the text are contributions from some of Great Britain's most
renowned experts ofgastroenterology. Given the recent exponential rise in information
on digestive disorders, a text such as this one, which highlights the most salient points
of current research and clinical findings, is invaluable. Gastroenterology is now
recognized as one of the fastest growing of the medical disciplines, and Key Develop-
ments offers the reader an opportunity to keep pace (even ifonly for a short time).
The 13 chapters can be subdivided under three major rubrics: liver diseases,
emergency diseases, and peptic ulceration. The first section, liver diseases, provides a
preview of four key topics in the identification and management of hepatic dysfunc-
tion. Chapter 1 outlines the heterogeneic response to chronic viral hepatitis as well as
the goals oftherapy, the available drugs, and strategies for early intervention. Chapter
2 considers the terrifying condition of bleeding esophageal varices, focusing on the
long-term treatment: pharmacological intervention, trans-hepatic injection, laser
therapy, surgery, esophageal transection and injection sclerotherapy. It concludes that
injection sclerotherapy is the best available treatment since it does not produce
encephalopathy, does not require general anesthesia, reduces bleeding, and reduces
mortality. The third chapter surveys liver transplantation with a particular emphasis
on patient selection and pre-transplant assessment. Candidates should be those pa-
tients who are "no longer able to live a reasonable existence but are well enough to
withstand the major surgeryinvolved." Malignant liverdisease, chronic end-stage liver
disease, inborn errors of metabolism, and acute hepatic failure represent the group of
patients most likely to show a positive prognosis for post-surgical recovery. The last
topic in this section is an extensive review of alcoholic liver disease, including the
biochemistry, the clinical recognition, and the major manifestations of fatty liver,
hepatitis, and cirrhosis. The treatment of alcoholic liver disease is also summarized,
and the complications offoamy fat syndrome are discussed.
The next section of the book considers management of emergency conditions,
particularly ulcerative colitis, immunodeficiency due to viral infection, acute colitis,
and obstructive jaundice imaging. On ulcerative colitis, the chapter outlines the steps
ofmanagement and documents the dramatic improvement in treatment and prognosis.
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disease in a patient who looks well, byaggressive treatmentofmildor moderate attacks
and by the standardization ofa protocol for the management ofthese severe attacks."
Of topical interest is the chapter on the role of the gastroenterologist with the
HIV-infected patient. The author examines the responsibilities of the physician for
managing the multiple clinical presentations, ranging from dysphagia to diarrhea to
weight loss. Tumors are also described in detail, including Kaposi's sarcoma and
lymphomas among others. A timely review ofmanagement practices is included at the
end. The chapter on imaging the jaundiced patient relates the critical role of the
ultrasound machine, but it cautions that "considerable experience is still needed to
unravel the anatomy and pathomorphology of obstructive jaundice." The surgical
aspects of acute pancreatitis are considered in a strong chapter on the subject, whose
author wisely describes the surgical complications and presents the method for de-
tecting a pseudocyst and an abscess with imaging techniques. The number of patients
with acute pancreatitis in this country is rising, and the health care manager should
know the possible therapeutic modalities available.
The final section of the book looks at pharmacological considerations regarding
peptic ulceration. One chapter reviews the evidence that campylobacter infections
cause a high proportion ofnon-autoimmune gastritis, and it suggests that the evidence
is overwhelmingly in favor of a causative role. Another chapter considers the role of
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs in the etiology of peptic ulceration. The last
three chapters ofthe text describe the control ofintragastric acidity with H2-receptor
antagonists, the recent developments in duodenal ulcers, and the significance of
gastroduodenal bicarbonate secretion.
This text presents a broad range of topics that will probably appeal to the
gastroenterologist or surgeon who wishes to keep abreast of the most recent clinical
developments. Italso provides aninteresting perspective on thestateofBritain's health
care objectives and the differences in describing and managing gastrointestinal
diseases.
LAUREN ERIC KRIEGER
MedicalStudent
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
PROSTAGLANDINS, LEUKOTRIENES, AND THE IMMUNE RESPONSE. By John L.
Ninnemann. New York. Cambridge University Press. 1988. 219 pp. $44.50.
Dr. Ninnemann's book provides a review of the role of prostaglandins and
leukotrienes in the immune response. His book can be easily divided into two sections:
the first half describes prostaglandins, leukotrienes, and the cells of the immune
system, while the second half examines the known or postulated function of these
factors in malignancy, transplantation, rheumatoid arthritis, surgery, and allergy.
Overall, this volume affords a concise view of the wealth of information available on
these topics.
To read the book, one must be familiar with the terminology of immunologic
research. Although references to OKT8 negative cells, MOLT-8 target cells, and
antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity may be lost on the neophyte, the first halfof
the volume presents a good review of what is known about the role of prostaglandins
and leukotrienes in the immune response. I was disappointed to find that the volume I